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Skywarn Key Net Controls 
– What do they do?

Monitor for weather reports from Spotters (PACE*)
Sources:
Zello – “SC Midlands SKYWARN” Channel (Hams and non-Hams)
FleetTalk – W4FTK Linked repeater system (Amateur radio)
Skywarn designated repeaters (Amateur radio)

Submit Weather reports to NWS via NWS Chat 2.0

*PACE plan - For details, see page 2 of this document:
https://ares-sc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Methods-available-to-submit-reports-to-NWS-Columbia-Rev.-3.10.26-1.pdf



Skywarn Training opportunities

Recent

Monday, March 10, 8:00 - NWS Nashville - Fire Weather Training

Tuesday, March 11 - Horry County - Advanced Skywarn Spotter Training - 2 PM - 4 PM

Monday, March 16, 8:00 – NWS Nashville – Severe Storms



Skywarn Training opportunities

Current – This week

Weather 101 – Virtual 1-hour sessions,  
Underway during March, April, and May

Registration in advance is required.



Link to Weather 101: https://www.weather.gov/ohx/weather101



Link to Weather 101: https://www.weather.gov/ohx/weather101



Link to Weather 101: https://www.weather.gov/ohx/weather101
Scroll to the bottom of the webpage for class content descriptions  



In the interim:
We hope to have additional Basic Spotter training available soon. 

Also:
- Advanced Spotter training
- Radar interpretation 
- Skywarn Key Net Control training

We’ll continue to look for other training opportunities – homegrown, local, in-state, or out-of-state.

Next month
For the April 21st Zoom call, we have a guest presenter: Melissa Griffin, DNR, SC State Climate Office.   



NWS Columbia

Amateur radios were removed from NWS Columbia storage.

Photographs and test results follow.



Kenwood TM-D700
Worked fine, no issues noted



Kenwood TM-251A
Worked fine, no issues noted



Kenwood TM-271
Works fine, needs a new mic cord



Yaesu FT-1802
Works fine, needs a new mic cord



Kenwood TM-251A
Display problems, Receives okay, Transmit is questionable



Kenwood TS-570D
Replaced power cord, Works fine



Icom IC-751
Works fine



Astron RS-20A
Tested, works fine



Astron RS-20M
Tested, works fine



Astron RS-50M
Tested, works fine



These radios were once in service in the NWS Columbia office. (1st of 2 photographs)  



These radios were once in service in the NWS Columbia office. (2nd of 2 photographs)  



NWS Columbia radio assets

Proposed/remaining issues

1. Help NWS Columbia see the value of having on-site functional radio capabilities.

2. Identify and test antennas removed from service.

3. Identify a location within the facility for an amateur radio station at NWS Columbia.

4. Evaluate periodic on-site equipment access for testing.

5. What else?



This month - March 10th NWS Cola Midlands Skywarn FT Net 

Last month



Opportunities/Recap

Training
Weather 101 – March, April & May
Other training, as available

Engagement indications
2nd Tuesday of the month Skywarn FleetTalk Net – Largely Check-in Net – Participation is less than desirable (Hams)
3rd Tuesday of the month Skywarn Zoom Call – More Skywarn business/training oriented (Hams and non-Hams) 
Response to actual Weather events – Zello participation is reasonably good (In general, we have 25 - 30 monitoring)

PACE
Primary – Zello – We practice Zello regularly, during monitoring/activations and on the 3rd Tuesdays of the month. 
Alternate – FleetTalk – We practice FleetTalk regularly, during monitoring/activations and on the 2nd Tuesdays of the month. 
Contingency – Skywarn designated repeaters – We need a plan to regularly practice using these repeaters.
Emergency – Suggestions for HF practice 
SC Statewide ARES HF Net – Tuesdays, 6:00 PM on frequency 3.990 (+/-) LSB 
SC SSB (NTS) – Daily, 7:00 PM on frequency 3.915 LSB

NWS Columbia - Restore radio capabilities

Spotter engagement – We’ve made some progress. We think there is room for more progress. Your input and ideas are welcome.


