Please remember to check in using Zello!
- Our Zello channel is “SC Midlands SKYWARN”

Need help with Zello? Don’t hesitate to get in touch with any of the following:
- Tim Starr at k4drhk@gmail.com

- Mike Majority at n4vbv@ftc.net

- Mark Goddard at goddard.mw@gmail.com

Prior to the start of the 7:00 PM Zoom call, please check in by text or voice.

EARLY ZELLO CHECK-INS ARE ACCEPTABLE, EVEN ENCOURAGED!
Once the 7:00 PM Zoom call has started, please check in by text during the call.

3" Tuesday of the month Skywarn Zoom Call

May 19, 2026
Mark, KN4KRZ
NWS Columbia, Midlands Area, Acting Coordinator



Skywarn Training opportunities &) &: NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE )

Local forecast by

Weather 101 - Virtual 1-hour sessions, e
- - Go
Underway during March, April, and May Looation Help
NWS Nashville's Weather101 Nashville, T

Registration in advance is required.

The National Weather Service Presents '

Link: https://www.weather.gov/ohx/weather101

Weather101 is a series of FREE interactive online classes to help the public learn about meteorology, forecasting and
the National Weather Service in general. These classes will explore the concepts formally found in what was our
Advanced SKYWARN spotter classes, plus MORE!

1 1 Individuals or groups will be able to Complete the courses in the comfort of their own home USing the extremety user-
Here is a link for all of the Weather 101 friendly computer program, Go-To Meeting. The only requirement will be speakers to listen, if you're using a
presentations in p df format: computer. If you want to ask questions, you will need 1o have a VOIP microphone (this is not a requirement).
H Each class can be viewed on a Mac or PC, as well as on your iPad, iPhone or Android device Dy Simply dOWTI'()adiﬂg
Weather101 Class Presentations the FREE Go-To-Webinar app in the app store on your device (you'll need the Webinar ID number supplied in the
(Thanks Michael, KX4TKO, for sharing this!) Tegsirion BN

To sign up for one of our online classes, simply click on the link beside the date/time you want to attend below, fill
out the form and we will forward you a link to register on the Go-To Meeting website. Register, download the FREE
software, and BAM! You can attend the one hour online class. Remember, if you're using the Go-To Meeting app on
your iPad, iPhone or Android device, your Webinar ID number will be included in your registration email.

Date Time (CT) Class Title Register




Tue, May 19 7 pm River Ice Click Here to Register

Wed, May 20 10 am Quasi-Linear Convective Systems Click Here to Register

Thu, May 21 10 am Hurricanes Click Here to Register

Classes are FREE & for ALL AGES!
All classes will run approximately 1 hour with a question and answer segment

No prior training is necessary, but registration is required
NOTE: Classes may be canceled with short notice due to severe weather!
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Where to find weather links: https://ares-sc.org/sc-midlands-ares-training-net/

Screenshot
National Weather Service - SKYWARN Weather links
Midlands Skywarn — Recent/Current Business

How do I submit a report to NWS Columbia? It depends, find your options here: Methods
available to submit reports to NWS Columbia Rev. 4.16.26

Last Skywarn Midlands Zoom Call 4.21.26 Skywarn Midlands Zoom presentation

South Carolina Midlands Skywarn Flyer Rev. 4.6.26 South Carolina Midlands Skywarn Flyer Rev.
46.26

Learn about CoCoRaHS CoCoRaHS — Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network

NWS Nashville - Weather 101 1-hour Classes ongoing March, April and May ‘26 - Review the
schedule and register here: NWS Nashville's Weather101

Here is a link for all of the Weather 101 presentations in pdf format: Weather101 Class
Presentations (Thanks Michael, KX4TKO, for sharing this!)

Handy Weather Reference Links
https://www.weather. gov/cae/

NOAA/NWS Storm Prediction Center

NWS 7-Day Forecast 34N 81.05W

RC Winds - Real time and historic weather data for Richland County — Temperature, Wind
speed, Rainfall

\NWS Hazardous Weather Outlook for Columbia, SC

Atlantic 7-Day Graphical Tropical Storm/Hurricane Outlook (noaa.gov)



Link to: Methods available to submit reports to NWS Columbia Rev.4.16.26

https://www.weather.gov/cae/skywarn-ham

NWS Columbia’s County Warning Area (CWA) & Amateur Radio Network

NWS Columbla utizes the 2-Meter amatens 1580 network #ross Contral SC and Pt CSRA 10 000N 1avire weather reports
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®  147.210 MMz - Lite Mountain Repeater

® 45490 MH2 - Trenton

o H1.105 MHz - Biahopville Repeater

* 147095 MMz - Sumber

= 14545 MMz - Savannah She (CSRA Bachup)

We have a PACE plan for taking weather reports and relaying them to the National
Weather Service.

P = Primary - Zello “SC Midlands Skywarn” channel - as described on Page 1.

A - Alternate - FleetTalk - via the linked repeater system by radio, or alternatively
by Echolink or AllStar - as described on Page 1. (See Page 3 for details about
FleetTalk.)

C - Contingency — Designated Skywarn repeaters, per the NWS sketch, attached,
with some caveats

N. Midlands

Little Mountain — 147.210 (+) PL 156.7 (Shared with Newberry and Fairfield ARES)
C. Midlands

Columbia — 147.360 (+) PL 100.0 - Instead of 147.330 (Richland ARES Tactical
Frequency)

Fort Jackson — 146.775 (-) PL 156.7 — (Shared with Kershaw ARES)
Sumter — 145.430 (-) PL156.7 — Instead of 147.015 (SC Heart repeater)

5. Midlands

Orangeburg - Vance 2M 146.805 (-) PL 156.7 - instead of 146.880 (SC Heart
Repeater)

Vance GMRS 462.600 (+) PL 156.7

Nesses GMRS 462.575 (+) PL 156.7

Pee Dee

Florence — 146.850 (-) PL 123.0
Pageland FleetTalk Repeater
Sumter FleetTalk Repeater

We expect that Zello, FleetTalk, and the Skywarn designated repeaters listed above
will provide sufficient capability to monitor the weather and relay weather reports
to NWS. Should all those fail, we could rely on HF. Of course, not everyone has HF
capability, so that would not be optimal.

E - Emergency
HF —3.990 (+/-) LSB, 7.232 (+/-) LSB per the SC ARES/RACES Tactical Guide




5.12.26 NWS Columbia Midlands Skywarn FT Net — PLUS NWS Skywarn designated repeaters
FleetTalk Check-ins - Ordered by County

tato Ciey Status

L] 18 Call Sign State we Remarks.

n NAPRF SC (no chub info) Eastover Richland Paul R Finan St EMpw
4 AD4BP sC (0o chab indo) LEESVILLE Saluda Robert E Puryear EMSdga
12 KRALKN SC (no chub info) Sumeter Chris Stearns EMSuv
13 NARSM $C (no club info) Sumter Sumter Richard § Marks. EMS0tw
" KAFYR sC (no club info) Dalzelt Sumdter David W Shilliboer EMSMsa

5.12.26 Midlands Skywarn FT Repeater Net Check-ins |

Midlands Counties
Lancaster — 1 Check-in on Skywarn designated repeaters Continued
::":r";.t:?;” e 147.210 - Little Mountain repeater 146.775 — Ft. Jackson repeater
o : ;. - KX4TKO, Mike — NCS KN4KRZ, Mark — NCS
S;fsdaw R AB4MG, Rick KR4LKN, Chris
. E'na i KMA4RCN, Jack N4RSM = Richard
R‘f“"r'“ gtg A KO4AQU, James KEATLC, Dion

cra KN4KRZ, Mark KX4TKO, Mike
Sumter—3
Calhour 5 AEGE, Craig

KB1ND, Ron

Orangeburg
larerdon 147.360 — K4HI repeater 7

Midlands total — 19

Pee Dee Counties
Chesterfield — 2
Lee—1

Pee Dee total - 3

Grand Total - 22

KN4KRZ, Mark — NCS
KX4TKO, Mike
KMA4RCN, Jack
KR4EFQ, Richard
N4PRF, Paul

5

145.430 - Sumter repeater
N4RSM, Richard — NCS
KR4LKN, Chris

KB1ND, Ron

KMA4RCN, Jack

K4FYR, David

WB6GUC, Gordon

6




Amateur radio antennas




HF antenna Ham bands

0@ 14434
14 11 of 11

2 Meter Beam — Aimed at Trenton/CSRA SWR

Antenna Testing

Contact with CSRA (Ron Hall, KJ4CN)

Using the Yagi* that appeared to be aimed closest to the direction of CSRA
Trenton repeaters 145.490 — Success 145.390 — Not readable
St. Matthews repeater 146.460 — Success

Using the vertical fomnidirectional) — Very noisy

HF — 40 meters — Not readable**

Contact with Pee Dee

(Gordon, WB6GUC)
Using the Yagi*® that appeared to be aimed closest to the direction of Pee Dee
Florence repeater 146.850 — Not readable

Fort Jackson repeater 146.775 — Success
Using the vertical (omnidirectional) — Not readable



Opportunities/Recap

Training
Weather 101 — March, April & May
Other training, as available

Spotter engagement
Continue to explore outreach opportunities with Amateur radio clubs, ARES groups, County Ems/EOCs

PACE

Primary — Zello — We practice Zello regularly, during monitoring/activations and on the 3 Tuesdays of the month.
Alternate — FleetTalk — We practice FleetTalk regularly, during monitoring/activations and on the 2" Tuesdays of the month.
Contingency — Skywarn designated repeaters — Follow up with the South Midlands repeaters.

Emergency — Suggestions for HF practice

SC Statewide ARES HF Net — Tuesdays, 6:00 PM on frequency 3.990 (+/-) LSB

SC SSB (NTS) — Daily, 7:00 PM on frequency 3.915 LSB

NWS Columbia — Continue efforts to restore radio capabilities.
Last visit Thursday, May 14t
Schedule a follow-up visit.

Evaluate options for 2" and 3 Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.
Perhaps have Zoom calls once per quarter instead of every month(?)



