
3rd Tuesday of the QUARTER Skywarn Zoom Call
October 20, 2026
Mark, K1MWG (previously KN4KRZ)
NWS Columbia, Midlands Area, Acting Coordinator



Tuesday, October 20, 2026 Zoom Call Agenda

• Welcome New Skywarn Spotters!

• Recognize Skywarn Midlands Key Net Controls

• Skywarn Midlands Strategic Plan - PACE

• Isaías Recap

• December 4th - 3rd Annual Doug Anderson Skywarn Spotter Appreciation Day

• Zello – New channel to address potential security concerns - Important!

• Closing



NWS Columbia Key Net Controls

Tim Starr, K4RHK, Lexington
Lee Ott, WA4CNL, Calhoun
Mike Wieber, N4BQQ, Calhoun 
Ron Jarosz, KB1ND, Kershaw
Dave Dahlberg, AA4TE, Kershaw
Mike Majority, N4VBV, Sumter 
James Lewis, N4JWL, Calhoun
Mike Connelly, KX4TKO, Lexington
Mark Goddard, K1MWG, Richland



Spotter Initial Training
Basic Spotter Training –
Required

Handy Reference
https://www.weather.gov/me
dia/bis/Weather_Spotter_Fiel
d_Guide.pdf

NWS Midlands
PACE Plan and Methods
To submit weather reports
Methods-available-to-submit-
reports-to-NWS-Columbia-
Rev.-5.23.26-1.pdf

Spotter Job Description
Potential Hazardous Weather?
Monitor and Respond

Pay attention to local conditions –
Develop Situation Awareness
Get in the car and go storm chasin’! 
No, don’t do that!

Monitor Zello – Our virtual 
community of weather-ready 
Spotters and important others
(Hams and non-Hams)

Monitor FleetTalk, Skywarn
repeaters, NWS, Media, Weather 
Apps

Be ready to report conditions that 
meet NWS criteria: 
Time /  Event  /  Location

Skywarn Continuing Training
Basic Spotter Training – Occasional refresher is encouraged!
Advanced Spotter Training
Radar Interpretation
Ad hoc Spotter Training – Example: NWS Nashville
Net Control Station (Amateur Radio)

Ongoing Practice To Maintain Readiness
Monthly Zello Check-in (Hams and non-Hams)

2nd Tuesday of the month FleetTalk Net (Plus one Skywarn 
designated repeater - rotation)
HF Practice opportunities
– Tuesday SC Statewide ARES HF Net – 1800 Hrs on 3.990 LSB
– Daily – SC SSB Net – 1900 Hrs on 3.915 LSB

Quarterly Zoom Call – Training topics, Guest speakers

Skywarn Midlands Strategic Plan

Preparation                             Continuing Training & Practice                              Go into Spotter mode



Important On-Line Resources For Spotters – Get to know these!  
https://www.weather.gov/cae



https://www.weather.gov/cae/skywarn.html

https://www.weather.gov/cae/skywarn-hamImportant On-Line Resources For Spotters – Get to know these!  



https://ares-sc.org/sc-midlands-ares-
training-net/

Methods-available-to-submit-reports-
to-NWS-Columbia-Rev.-5.23.26-1.pdf

Important On-Line Resources For Spotters – Get to know these!  



https://www.weather.gov/ohx/weather101

Near-term topics

Important On-Line Resources For Spotters – Get to know these!  



NWS Midlands Skywarn FleetTalk Net Check-in 
Summary

OctoberSeptemberAugustJulyJuneMayAprilMarch
Februa

ryJanuary
26221620242223121916Check-ins

10.13.269.8.268.11.267.14.266.9.265.12.264.14.263.10.262.10.261.13.26
1Lancaster

2211221111
Chesterfi
eld*

11111111Lee*

11
Newberr
y

1Fairfield
3211321222Kershaw

1Saluda

76667710545
Lexingto
n

5435446234Richland
46246331Sumter
211112Calhoun

11112
Clarendo
n

121
Orangeb
urg

2GSP

11
North 
Carolina

26221620242223121916Total
*Pee Dee

16865N/A23(Plus Skywarn designated repeaters)
Ft. JacksonK4HILittle Mtn.VanceLittle Mtn.

K4HI
Ft. Jackson
Sumter

16
19

12

23 22
24

20

16

22

26

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Check-ins

16
19

12

23 22
24

20

16

22

26

Check-ins

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Check-ins

16
19

12

23 22
24

20

16

22

26

Check-ins

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Check-ins

16

19

12

23

22

24

20

16

22

26

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER

NWS Midlands Skywarn FleetTalk Repeater Net Check-ins





October 9, 2026
Lead Meteorologist Dr. Matt Gropp discusses the forecast for Hurricane Isaias, currently located in the 
northern Gulf, including some of the meteorology behind the tornado threat and which parts of South 
Carolina may see the heaviest rainfall.
Hurricane Isaias Discussion 4:57 minutes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4QNZ3kXkK8

October 13, 2026
NWS Columbia Lead Meteorologist Dr. Matt Gropp breaks down some of the impacts to the NWS Columbia 
forecast area from Post-Tropical Cyclone Isaias.
Five Tornadoes in the NWS Columbia Forecast Area: Hurricane Isaias Full Breakdown     18:33 minutes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yS2QM5uTFow

NWS Columbia YouTube page

In summary:

NWS Columbia issued 11 tornado warnings and confirmed 5 tornadoes.

NWS Charleston issued 7 tornado warnings and confirmed 5 tornadoes.



NWS Columbia Facebook page 
– Trained Spotters are encouraged to join this page.
– You can submit your weather reports (T,E,L) on this page, as well as photographs and videos.
– Here are some examples.

https://www.facebook.com/reel/29216566707929761

https://www.facebook.com/groups/586466339632587



Tentative agenda for Friday, December 4, 2026.

Steve LaVoie will open registration once the 
agenda is finalized.



Zello Update

In order to address potential security concerns with Zello, we are moving away from the channel “SC 
Midlands SKYWARN.” This channel was initially created without a password, so anyone who knows 
the channel name can access it.

To address this security issue, we have established “SkywarnCAE” a new Zello channel for Spotters, 
including Hams and non-Hams, who might want to use Zello to submit a hazardous weather report 
to NWS Columbia. 

To join “SkywarnCAE” you will need to add the channel and the password. We are not publicly 
sharing this password. To obtain the password, send an email to either Tim Starr or Mark Goddard 
with your phone number. One of us will contact you by phone and provide you with the password. 
Once you’ve entered the password, Tim or Mark will perform a “Trust” transaction in Zello and you’ll 
be good to go.

Tim Starr Email: k4rhk1958@gmail.com
Mark Goddard: goddard.mw@gmail.com



THE END


